April 24th
Registration 8.45-9.15am, Foyer outside Room CG054 , UL
Welcome Remarks by Dr Eoin Devereux, Department of Sociology, UL
Official Conference Launch by Prof. Don Barry, President of University of Limerick
Room CG054, UL
Thursday 9.50 -10.40
1
Irina
Diana
Madroane
- Room CG054, UL
Transnationalising Frames? Romanian Chair:
Media Recontextualisations of EU Aileen Dillane
SESSION (A1) Public Discourses on Roma Migrants
2 James Carr, Aileen Marron, Annmarie
Joyce, Eoin Devereux, Martin Power,
Amanda Haynes, & Michael Breen Media discourses of "those blond Roma
children" in Ireland

SESSION (A2) -

1 Wojciech Woźniak – Brain drain, Room CG058, UL
inevitable consequence of globalization Chair:
or a perfect solution for improving Aileen Marron
economic indicators?
2 Sara Hannafin - An invisible return:
The quiet migration of the second
generation Irish from Britain

Coffee Break
Thursday 11.00 - 12.00

KEYNOTE 1

Room C1063, UL

Dr Gavan Titley, NUI Maynooth Sticky debris: racist spectacles in a post-racial era

Chair:
Amanda Haynes

Lunch
Thursday 13.30-14.20
SESSION (B1) -

1 Emma Hill - Welcoming nations? An Room CG054, UL
analysis of how Scottish and British
discourses of hospitality are brought to Chair:
bear on issues of immigration
Ann Marie Joyce

2 Lena Karamanidou - Migration, the
crisis and nativism: Far right parties’
construction of migration as an
economic threat and burden in Greece

SESSION (B2) -

Thursday 14.25 - 15.40
SESSION (C1) -

1 Lynda Mannik - Arrivals by Boat in Room CG058, UL
the Canadian Press: Humanitarian
Effort or Crisis
Chair:
Katie Moylan
2
Marco
Bruno
“Framing
Lampedusa”. The landing issue in
Italian media coverage of migrations,
between alarmism and pietism

1 Siobhán O' Connor - Thoughts on the Room CG054, UL
foundation of Irish Government Policy Chair:
on refugees
Eoin Devereux
2
Elaine
Burroughs
“Illegal
Immigrants”
in
Ireland
and
“Undocumented” Irish Migrants in
America: Irish Parliamentary Members’
discursive Representations.
3 Matt Cannon - I’m not a racist but…
The impact of online forums on public
opinion

SESSION (C2) -

1 Moshe Morad - Salsa Music as a Room CG058, UL
Unifying and “Legitimising” Discourse
among Undocumented Latino Labour Chair:
Migrants In Israel
Aileen Dillane
2 Michalis Poupazis - ‘It’s All Greek to
Me’: The Greek-Cypriot Diaspora in
Birmingham, and Their Musical and
(A)political Discourses
3 Sheryl Lynch - Frame and Agency:
The Public Performance of Nowacire

Coffee Break

Thursday 16.00-17.00 KEYNOTE 2

Room C1063, UL
Chair: Martin Power

Professor Nicholas de Genova, Kings College, London The Incorrigible Subject of the Border Spectacle

Conference Dinner @ 7PM.

Venue: Dolans Pub, Dock Road, Limerick

April 25th
Friday 9.15-10. 05

SESSION (D1) -

SESSION (D2) -

1 David Smith - Immigration in the Room CG053, UL
national press during the UK election
campaign, 1918-2010
Chair:
Amanda Haynes
2 Rachel Lewis - Becoming British: a
critical examination of citizenship
discourses in contemporary Britain
1 Veit Schwab - Migration Beyond the Room CG054, UL
Labour / Refugee Divide? Discursive Chair:
Differentiation
in
the
European James Carr
Migration Regime”
2 Ekaterina Balabanova & Alex Balch A Transition to What? Framing of
Bulgarian and Romanian Migration in
the UK press 2006-2013

Friday 10.10-11.00
SESSION (E1) -

1 Julian S. Tangermann - The role of Room CG053, UL
emigration memory in Spanish public Chair: Aileen
discourse on immigration, integration Marron
and citizenship policies
2 Uta Helfrich & Ana Mancera Rueda –
No nos vamos, nos echan. Multimodal
Framing
of
Spanish
youth
unemployment and labour migration in
social media

SESSION (E2) -

1 Amanda Haynes, Martin Power & Room CG054, UL
Eoin Devereux - Political constructions Chair: Aileen
of 'foreign drivers'
Dillane
2 Erna Bodström - The Finns,
Immigrants and the Society. Ethnic
Inclusion in the Information Booklets of
Official Finland

Coffee Break

Friday 11.15-12.15

KEYNOTE 3

Room C1059, UL
Chair:
Dr Leah Bassel, University of Leicester –
Frame making, frame breaking: Muslim migrant women and the politics James Carr

of borders

Lunch
Friday 13.20-13.40
Room C1059, UL
Screening: Ed Emery - CALAIS: Point de rassemblement des musiques du
monde : L’ethnomusicologie entre migrations et frontières …
Friday 13.45-15.00

1 James Carr - “You can’t have Muslim
Irish children”

SESSION (F1) -

Room C1062, UL
Chair:
Martin Power

2 Tuuli Lähdesmäki & Tuija Saresma Emotive discourses and affective
rhetoric on Muslim immigration in
Finland
3 Autumn M. Reed - They’re in our
Front Yard: Drawing Discursive
Boundaries of Differences in the US
News’ Coverage of the Honor-Killing”
of Noor Faleh Almaleki

SESSION (F2) -

1 Noam Tirosh and Amit Schejter - Room C1059, UL
Collective memory, new media, and the
refugee experience
Chair:
Michalis Poupazis
2 Yannik Porsché - Staging the Public
Representation of Immigrants in
Museum Exhibitions. A Multimodal
Contextualisation Analysis.
3
Katie
Moylan
Migrant
Representation,
Accented
Radio
Production and the Value of Voice

Coffee Break
Friday 15.20-16:20

KEYNOTE 4

Professor Bryan Fanning, University College Dublin –
'Inclusive Politics for a Diverse Republic'

Room C1063, UL,
Chair:
Eoin Devereux

Conference Organisers
Martin Power – University of Limerick
Martin Power is a Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Limerick, with a specific
focus on the sociology of urban regeneration. His research interests include social class,
inequality and social exclusion.

Eoin Devereux – University of Limerick
Eoin Devereux is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at University of Limerick. He is a coeditor of the book Morrissey: Fandom, Representations and Identities (2012).

Aileen Dillane – University of Limerick
Aileen Dillane is an ethnomusicologist based in the Irish World Academy at the
University of Limerick, where she specializes in ethnomusicology, popular music, and
critical Irish music studies.

James Carr – University of Limerick
James Carr is a doctoral candidate and Teaching Assistant in the Department of
Sociology at University of Limerick. His research interests include contemporary racisms,
in particular anti-Muslim racism, focussing on the role that the Irish State can fulfil in
countering such phenomena, drawing theoretically on the work of Michel Foucault
among others.

Amanda Haynes – University of Limerick
Dr. Amanda Haynes is a Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Limerick. Her
research interests include ‘othering’ processes and their contribution to stratification and
division on the basis of class, ethnicity, 'race' and citizenship.

Gavan Titley – NUI Maynooth, Ireland.
Sticky debris: racist spectacles in a post-racial era
Gavan.Titley@nuim.ie
In Europe, regular media events increasingly hinge on what is considered racism, and
who gets to define it. From the ‘Black Pete’ conflict in the Netherlands, to the state action
and public reaction to the apparent abnormality of blonde Roma children in Ireland and
Greece, to recurrent ‘free speech spectacles’ predicated on the need to face and voice
uncomfortable truths about unwelcome migrants and minorities, racism is everywhere
and nowhere – refused as a concept out of time, but acknowledged as a trace in the
incessant denials of its relevance.
This paper suggests that we need to add to our analysis of the ‘post-racial’ political
moment a consideration of the significance of the media and communicative
environment that we inhabit, which among other things, hosts and generates constant
and intensive, mediatized conversations and contests as to the scope, nature and
legitimacy of the idea of ‘racism’. Contemporary digital, networked media, as Nick
Couldry argues, constitute a ubiquitous ‘invitation to discourse’. This constant ‘invitation
to discourse’, then, is also a constant conflict of definition and conceptual legitimacy in a
putatively ‘post-racial’ era, and a contest over who gets to define racism, when everyone
gets to speak about it. Drawing on examples from Ireland and western Europe, the paper
points to the way in which highly strategized media events work with these discursive
ambivalences to produce incessant invitations to adjudicate new hierarchies of
belonging.
Dr Gavan Titley is lecturer in Media Studies in the Media Department of the National University
of Ireland Maynooth. He is the author, with Alana Lentin, of The Crises of Multiculturalism:
Racism in a Neoliberal Age (Zed 2011). His forthcoming books are the edited volume National
Conversations? Public Service Media and Cultural Diversity in Europe (Intellect 2014), Hate
Speech Online: Principles and Politics, Platforms and Practices (CoE 2014) and Racism and
Media (Sage 2015).

Nicholas de Genova – Kings College, London.
The Incorrigible Subject of the Border Spectacle
n.degenova@gmail.com
The material and practical techniques and technologies of contemporary regimes of
border policing and immigration law enforcement are only finally apprehensible in
relation to another “concrete” reality: the embodied materiality of “irregular” or
“illegal” migrants. These humble border crossers represent the incorrigible subject of
virtually all contemporary border regimes, in response to which the multifarious
objective infrastructures and practices of border patrol must be understood to be reaction
formations. As autonomous subjects, with their own aspirations, needs, and desires,
which necessarily exceed and overflow any regime of immigration and citizenship,
migrants‘ mobility projects enact an elementary freedom of movement to which borders
are intrinsically a response. However, rather than perceive merely the appearance of
borders as purely exclusionary apparatuses, it is crucial to see the contradictory
processes of subordinate inclusion that are also mediated and indeed facilitated by
border controls. Here, we must recognize the incorrigible subject of the autonomy of
migration to be also the incorrigible subject of political economy: living “concrete” labor
-- the inextricable source of economic value. Hence, the spectacle of exclusion reveals
itself to be always also a fundamentally inclusive process – of labor subordination.

Nicholas De Genova is Reader in Urban Geography at King’s College London. He is the author of
Working the Boundaries: Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican Chicago (2005), co-author of
Latino Crossings: Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and the Politics of Race and Citizenship (2003),
editor of Racial Transformations: Latinos and Asians Remaking the United States (2006), and coeditor of The Deportation Regime: Sovereignty, Space, and the Freedom of Movement (2010).

Leah Bassell – University of Leicester.
Frame making, frame breaking: Muslim migrant women and the politics of borders
lb235@leicester.ac.uk
Debates over the headscarf and niqab, so-called 'sharia-tribunals', Female Genital
Operations and forced marriages have raged in Europe and North America in recent
years, raising the question – does accommodating Islam violate women’s rights?
Breaking from scholarship that focuses on whether the accommodation of culture and
religion harms women, I argue that this debate ignores the realities of the women at its
heart. In these debates, Muslim women are constructed as silent victims rather than
active participants in democratic life.
I draw on my research contrasting debates in France over the headscarf and in Canada
over religious arbitration with the lived experience of a specific group of Muslim migrant
women: Somali refugee women. The challenges these women identify as migrants
demonstrate that the fray over accommodating culture and religion neglects ‘external’
border practices and engenders a democratic deficit. When the terms ‘Muslim’ and
‘immigrant’ are used interchangeably, legal status and different effects of ‘internal’ and
‘external’ border practices are often ignored.
By focusing on the politics underlying how these debates are framed and the experiences
of women at the heart of these controversies, women are considered first and foremost as
democratic agents rather than actors in the 'culture versus gender' script. I shift the focus
to democratic alternatives.
The experiences of women who are both Muslims and
migrants can provide a site for an alternative democratic politics that unsettles debates
framed as ‘internal’ questions of accommodation.

Leah Bassel is New Blood Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Leicester. Her research
interests include the political sociology of gender, migration, race and citizenship. She is the
author of Refugee Women: Beyond Gender versus Culture (Routledge, 2012), and her work has
also been published in journals including Politics & Gender, Ethnicities, Government and
Opposition and Sociology. Her current research focuses on migrants’ experiences of the
citizenship test process in the UK. She is also author of the report Media and the Riots: A Call for
Action, which was submitted as evidence to the Leveson Enquiry. She is Assistant Editor of the
journal Citizenship Studies. Leah is co-convener of the Leicester Migration Network, an
interdisciplinary initiative that brings together over 80 colleagues from across the University of
Leicester and the city.

Bryan Fanning - University College Dublin, Ireland.
“'Inclusive Politics for a Diverse Republic”.
bryan.fanning@ucd.ie

This paper addresses efforts by political parties to reach out to immigrants entitled to
vote whether as voters, party members or candidates in the run up to the 2014 local
government elections. In the 2009 local government elections more than 40 immigrant
candidates stood for election. About half of these represented political parties. About half
were African in origin and about half were from Eastern Europe with most of these being
Polish. In 2007 a Cabinet position of Minister of State for Integration was created. An
Office for Integration funded voter registration campaign was targeted at immigrants.
Some senior figures in political parties campaigned on behalf of immigrant candidates.
Some parties recruited officials with responsibility for recruiting immigrant members
and candidates. Within a number of political parties there seemed to be a genuine
enthusiasm for integrating migrants into the political system. By comparison, five years
later, some political parties seem to be making less effort. Very few immigrant
candidates have been selected by Irish political parties. In some respects efforts to engage
with immigrant communities appears to have declined. Debate about integration has
dropped off the political radar and from the programmes of political parties. There is no
longer a Minister of State for Integration. The Republic of Ireland’s large immigrant
communities - who comprise one in eight of the population - are all but invisible within
the political system.

Professor Bryan Fanning is the Head of the School of Applied Social Science in UCD. His books
include New Guests of the Irish Nation (2009) Immigration and Social Cohesion in the Republic
of Ireland (2011) and Racism and Social Change in the Republic of Ireland (2nd edition: 2012).
He has led research projects on responsiveness by Irish political parties to immigrants undertaken
in the run up to the 2004, 2009 and 2014 local government elections.

James Carr - University of Limerick, Ireland.
“You can’t have Muslim Irish children”.
James.carr@ul.ie

Anti-Muslim racism is a reality for Muslim men, women and children in Ireland.
Historically informed racialised ideas of Irishness coalesce in the contemporary context
with international expansionist neoliberal discourses to construct Muslim people as
‘Other’. Global and local media actors play a vital role in constructing and
communicating the figure of the Muslim as a threat and ‘alien’ in contemporary Ireland
legitimising anti-Muslim hostility and discrimination in the public imaginary. Based on
research findings from an original study of almost three-hundred and fifty Muslim men
and women in Ireland this paper will relate how participants’ perceive the role of Irish
media sources in communicating the image of Muslim as ‘Other’. Furthermore, the effect
of such discourses of Otherness will be made clear in the experiences of anti-Muslim
hostility and discrimination as lived and shared by participants. In particular, this paper
will focus on the experiences of Irish Muslims who, as the result of popular anti-Muslim
discourses, are cast as holders of a deviant immigrant identity having never migrated.

David Smith - Loughborough University, UK
Immigration in the national press during the UK election campaign,
1918-2010
D.Smith5@lboro.ac.uk

Issues regarding immigration and asylum have been central to the mediation of election
campaigns during several recent campaigns in the national press in the United Kingdom
(see Billig et al., 2005). This has cultivated some concern for the significance of their
representation with regards to electoral outcomes and social cohesion, so it is therefore of
little surprise that many interested parties have come to routinely vie for media access
with regards to such issues within recent periods.
Despite these developments, there is a lack of understanding about how these debates
may have formed historically. In order to explore the roots of contemporary
representations, and to examine how the nature of the debate has evolved, it is important
to investigate which continuities and ruptures have occurred in the longue durée. Without
such a historical perspective, it is difficult to assess the extent to which they are a product
of contemporary conditions or whether they are recent manifestations of deeplyembedded discourses.
The paper will therefore use data taken from several national newspapers over 25
election campaigns from 1918 to 2010 to explore continuities and contrasts in coverage
over this time. Beyond the longitudinal salience of immigration as an electoral issue,
broad quantitative patterns of the themes, sources and lexicon of the electoral coverage of
immigration will be overviewed.
The study aims to contribute towards a move beyond ahistoricism within media studies,
often cited but yet to be fully remedied (c.f. Curran 1991: 27; Corner 1999: 126; Garnham
2000: 38).

Marco Bruno - Sapienza University of Rome.
“Framing Lampedusa”.
The landing issue in Italian media coverage of migrations,
between alarmism and pietism
The contribution aims to investigate and deconstruct patterns of representation and
newsmedia construction of the so-called “landing emergence”, as a very significant issue
within the wider image of migratory phenomena in Italy. Indeed, while representing
(from the statistical side) a very minority of the entrances of immigrants in Italy, arrivals
by sea are emblematic and iconic of the more general coverage of migrations. Particular
emphasis is directed to the dimension of “quantitative description” of landings – what
can be named as a “media politics of numbers”, functional to the definition of an “alarm”
frame – and to the politicization of the discourse on immigration. However, the
representation of landings, in correspondence with events such as shipwrecks, becomes
polarized with the addition of a dimension of pietism and commiseration.
In particular, the focus is on the period between February 2011 (when greatly increase the
arrivals on the Italian coast during the so-called “Arab Spring” and, then, the war in
Libya) and October 2013 (when a tragic shipwreck causes 366 deaths in the sea facing
Lampedusa). A further significant event for Italian media in this period was the visit of
Pope Francis in Lampedusa. Through mass-media discourse analysis – mostly carried
out with non-standard methods, referred to frame analysis and critical discourse analysis
– can be identified and analysed the representative patterns of the “arrival issue” in
mainstream media, the journalistic construction of the image of immigrants, the
definition (also in terms of labelling) of migrations as a “social problem”, to justify the
adoption of specific policies.

Lena Karamanidou - City University London
Migration, the crisis and nativism:
Far right parties’ construction of migration as an economic threat
and burden in Greece
The paper examines how two far right parties, populist LAOS (Laikos Orthodoxos
Synagermos – Popular Orthodox Rally) and extreme right Golden Dawn have
constructed migration as a burden to employment, welfare and economy during the
Greek austerity crisis. Drawing on the critical discourse analysis of texts containing
political discourse between 2008 and 2013, it examines four key constructions:
immigration as a threat to employment; as source of lost revenue for the state
remittances, tax evasion and unpaid social insurance contributions; as a burden on the
welfare state, especially to healthcare, and welfare support schemes introduced in
response to the economic crisis; as a financial burden because of the costs associated
with the reception of asylum seekers and irregular migrants. Such constructions have
been prominent in the immigration discourses of European populist radical right parties,
as well as, to a lesser extent, in mainstream political discourses of migration. However,
with the exception of the employment and reception themes, they have not featured
strongly in the Greek discourse of migration before the economic crisis, given the
weaknesses of Greek welfare structures. The paper argues that far right parties
strategically employed constructions of economic threat and burden as part of nativist
and anti-establishment frames in the pursuit of political success. At the same time, the
intensification of these frames contributed to the further criminalisation and Othering of
migrants in crisis-hit Greece.

Yannik Porsché - Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz /
Université de Bourgogne.
Staging the Public Representation of Immigrants in Museum Exhibitions. A
Multimodal Contextualisation Analysis.
yporsche@gmail.com
This case study deals with a binational museum exhibition on immigration which was
produced by four institutions in France and Germany: the Cité Nationale de l’Histoire de
l’Immigration and the Goethe Institute in Paris and the Deutsches Historisches Museum
and the Kreuzbergmuseum in Berlin. The study asks how the public is portrayed and
enacted in museums on migration, focussing on how images of the Self and the Other are
produced on the micro level of interaction. The analysis of different paradigmatic
approaches to migration in museums describes these epistemic cultures within a global
culture industry in order to determine the effect they have on the political recognition of
immigrants in European society. In this paper the notions of identity, public discourse
and representation are dealt with as methodological and theoretical problems. A
microsociological contextualisation analysis is put together which combines elements of
pragmatic interaction and discourse analyses as well as ethnographic methods. The
analysis focuses on the interaction between the museum as an institution and the general
public by means of recordings of interactions in the museum and the mass media (e.g. in
guided tours, interviews, guest book entries, work documents, publications, the press,
radio and TV). In text and talk participants simultaneously refer to and (re)produce an
enabling and constraining context. The simultaneous references to and construction of
discourses is accomplished by multimodal contextualisation cues, which serve as a
methodological anchor point for this analysis. Results of the analysis show that not only
does the content of the exhibition in question deal with public negotiations of immigrant
representations, but the museum work and reception itself constitutes an asymmetrical,
cross-cultural stage for negotiation. The analysis shows firstly what has been said about,
in and through the museum, secondly to what extent and how immigrants are
themselves speaking or are talked about and thirdly how subjects are thereby positioned
in relation to each other and to the national public. The study thus investigates how the
global and the local intertwine as identities, knowledge and memory are attributed and
negotiated in multicultural contexts.

Irina Diana Mădroane - West University of Timişoara.
Transnationalising Frames?
Romanian Media Recontextualisations of EU Public
Discourses on Roma Migrants
dmadroane@litere.uvt.ro
The construction of public knowledge about the Roma in the Romanian media has been
generally framed in (ethno-)nationalist terms, with the Roma being made responsible for
the country’s image and status problems in the European Union. In recent years, the
“Roma issue” has gained prominence in the political and media discourses across the EU
public space. While this has exacerbated the nationalist response to some extent, it has
also put on the Romanian public agenda previously disregarded aspects, such as social
exclusion, citizenship rights, or feelings of solidarity.
The study explores the modalities in which the national media engage critically with the
problematization of Romanian Roma migrants in the public discourses of several EU
states (France, Germany, UK). The context of transnational processes and relations
among social actors, and the emergent transnationalising projects, in which the media
also participate, require a new analytical lens. What roles do journalists assume when
addressing publics with an increasing awareness of and involvement in transnational
practices? What positionings does their recontextualisation of European public
discourses on the Roma generate? In what ways, if at all, do the novel discourses
challenge or reposition the nationalist framing? The case study is built around two recent
moments when the “Roma issue” was in the public eye: September 2012 and March 2013.
The former has to do with the intensification of French policies targeted at the
repatriation of Romanian Roma, while the latter involves a reflexive media stance around
the practices of several European broadcasters in what regards the coverage of Romanian
Roma. The methodology used includes qualitative content analysis and critical discourse
analysis.

Noam Tirosh and Amit Schejter –
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Collective memory, new media, and the refugee experience
schejter@gmail.com
Debates over numbers, meaning, status and effective policies toward refugees and
asylum seekers became prominent among different parties and social actors in refugee
receiving countries. One major, however less studied, aspect of the debate is the struggle
to influence public opinion about the 'real' refugee histories and the reasons for their
plight. Indeed, these debates can be characterized as collective memory conflicts, in
which different actors suggest different narrativitized histories as part of their political
struggles.
Media have a crucial role in the refugees’ proper integration into hosting societies.
Scholars suggested different methods to ensure respectful welcoming, in line with
multicultural concepts of wellbeing. However, these methods focused on mass media
platforms and required top-down policies dependent on politician and legislators’
goodwill. The emergence of contemporary information and communication technologies
(ICTs) – with their ability to 'mass self communications' and the possibilities they offer to
co-create and share content -- opened new dimensions for marginalized groups' social
struggles, including refugees.
We suggest that refugees' use of contemporary ICTs when constructing their collective
memories can become a contrahegemonic tool. Refugees can mobilize and change their
political identities from those of an oppressed subaltern social group to stronger political
actors.
A theoretical framework for the relationship between ICT use, the refugee experience
and the introduction of refugees’ collective memory to the host society’s political
discourse is suggested and will be highlighted by a research program based on this
framework and some exploratory findings derived from interviews with African
refugees in Israel.

Siobhan O'Connor
Thoughts on the foundation of Irish Government Policy on refugees
beenoconnor@gmail.com

“if by wealth or training you are a person useful to us, then you might come in even if
you are a ....” : Some thoughts on the foundation of Irish Government Policy towards
refugees as developed in the 1930s and its legacy.
The above quote is taken from George Clare's Last Waltz in Vienna. He was a Refugee
who fled Nazism and found safety in Ireland and Britain. At this time Ireland, as a selfgoverning state, was still in its formative years. Yet it was during the period, 1935-1942,
that Ireland created its immigration legislation, the legacy of which the country is still
experiencing. The environment in which the legislation was born, the key player who
were responsible for its development and the people whose lives depended on it were
situated in the context of tumultuous international crisis as well as the evolution of a
national identity that was defining who was, and who was not, permitted to live in the
state. The Aliens Act of 1935 was the first step in the establishment of what was to
culminate in Ireland’s current refugee and immigration policy. It and the subsequent acts
and orders, that were created in direct response to the heightened refugee crisis in
Europe at the time has had a far reaching consequence which continues to be felt today.
What this paper seeks to analyse is the public discourses regarding transnational
migrants in the 1930s as well as the more blatant political discourse in that era, and show
its influence on the more disguised but not really changed one that exists currently.
Clare’s summation of how one could gain access, albeit to Britain, in the 1930s, echoes the
situation in Ireland as it now stands.

Emma Hill - Heriot Watt University
Welcoming nations?
An analysis of how Scottish and British discourses of hospitality
are brought to bear on issues of immigration
ech2@hw.ac.uk
‘Traditions of hospitality’ are readily invoked in both British and Scottish politics in
order to contextualise, historicise and justify political standpoints and policy changes
regarding immigration. This connection between hospitality and immigration is simply
metaphorical – Sarah Gibson (2003) comments that though hospitality is framed as a
metaphor for the state’s relationship with immigrants, it functions in a discursive way by
allowing the state to affirm and maintain its hospitable image through acts of
inhospitality.
In this paper, I intend to extend Gibson’s analysis to present an expanded model of the
self-perpetuating systems of the British discourse of (in)hospitality. I build this model
through an analysis of David Cameron’s 2013 immigration speech. I then compare this
British discourse of hospitality with a Scottish model based on an analysis of a 2011 Alex
Salmond speech.
Through these models, I aim to demonstrate two points. Firstly, how discourses of
hospitality hinge on narratives of nationhood: the Scottish discourse, by framing its
inhabitants as guests in their own country, scores political points from the figure of the
immigrant and against Westminster by showing their willingness to accommodate any
‘Othered’ peoples; the Westminster discourse, by sticking to stalwart principles of ‘fair
play’, allows the government to adopt more hostile immigration measures whilst
appearing ever more hospitable for doing so. Secondly, I intend to show how viewing
immigration through a hospitality lens not only allows for a Derridean separation of
absolute hospitality and hospitality by right, but also permits that gap to widen.

Rachel F Lewis - University of Warwick
Becoming British: a critical examination of citizenship discourses in contemporary
Britain
R.Lewis.3@warwick.ac.uk
Over the last decade, political discourse on the subject of cultural diversity in the UK has
shifted away from multiculturalism towards a more explicitly integrationist approach,
with both Labour and the Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition government placing
increasing emphasis on the unification of Britain’s culturally diverse population through
the prioritisation of a shared sense of national identity. One of their key strategies in
constructing this national community has been the promotion of a more robust and
collective appreciation of British citizenship. While this has implications for current
British citizens, it is particularly significant for migrants applying for naturalised status,
for whom citizenship is now characterised by the Home Office as a ‘privilege’ not a
‘right’, as a status and an identity that should be ‘earned’ rather than ‘given.’ Within this
context, a range of policies and practices have been introduced since 2005, including the
citizenship ceremony, the construction and subsequent reformulations of the Life in the
UK test, and the requirement that all new citizens attain a minimum English language
proficiency level. This research seeks to examine the contemporary citizenship regime as
a discursive practice, in particular focusing on the most recent formulation of the
citizenship test and its associated preparatory materials as specific modes of
governmentality. Drawing on Foucauldian concerns, along with critical testing
literatures, it examines the ways in which citizenship and the British citizen are
constructed within these texts, and considers how these discourses and practices may
interact with the subjectivities of migrants seeking to attain naturalised status.

Veit Schwab- The University of Warwick
Migration beyond the Labour / Refugee Divide?
Discursive Differentiation in the European Migration Regime”
V.Schwab@warwick.ac.uk
This paper addresses the differentiation between “labour migrants” and “refugees” by
looking both at the discursive constitution and political implications of the dichotomy,
which is anchored in legal frameworks and constantly (re-)articulated in public, political
and academic discourse.
If problematized at all, it is regarded as challenge in the age of “mixed migration” or
becomes the object of debates on definition and attribution between policymakers,
researchers and activists. However, its constitution and the underlying logic of
differentiation remain largely unquestioned.
The complexity of the divide and its intertwinement with ethnicity, class, gender and
citizenship become visible in discourses on Roma migration to the EU. In Germany, one
can assist to an overlapping debate on (non-EU) Roma migrants (labelled as “bogus
asylum seekers”) and Roma migrants with EU citizenship (accused of “welfare
tourism”). Here, the two discursive positions conflate in a fraudulent and abusive
subjectivity that is constructed against a non-deviant other. This configuration allows the
reciprocal use of tools allegedly aimed at governing one of the two “target groups”.
With post-structuralist discourse theory (Foucault 2007, Butler 1997), critical theories on
migration (Mezzadra/Neilson 2013) and the enunciative approach to discursive
subjectivity (Angermüller 2013), the divide can be understood as discursive mode of
differential inclusion in the European migration regime.
Against the background of an analysis of its constitution in political, public and academic
discourse, this paper opens up to a reflection on practices of categorisation and proposes
to discuss avenues towards a critical production of knowledge beyond the labour/refugee
divide (and other static categories).

Michalis Poupazis – University College Cork.
‘It’s All Greek to Me’: The Greek-Cypriot Diaspora in Birmingham,
and their Musical and (A)political Discourses
michalis.poupazis@gmail.com
This paper deals with musical, social and (a)political discourses among the GreekCypriot migrants in Birmingham. Looking at the Mediterranean, Sant-Cassia, argues that
a “depoliticised” musical approach is a manifestation of distinctness, and that emotional
discourses “can be seen as a new way of imagining communities” (2000:297, 299).
This paper’s ethnographic research, carried out during 2012-13, suggests that musicrelated depoliticisation is a practice of migrant social discourse. Members of the GreekCypriot diaspora in Birmingham collectively avoid huge swathes of recent Greek
popular musical history, choosing to construct and re-entitle their musics in a distinct
manner. Their choices make local sense and create the reality within which they live, in
contrast to the reality of their homeland.
I draw a brief profile of music in this migrant community, followed by importance
description of the Missing Genres–the New Wave, Political Songs and Art-popular Music
(Entechno). The paper illustrates how contemporary socio-political discourses on
migration play out in relation to politicised music, and how the community in question
reworks or misplaces certain kinds of musical utterance. The paper concludes by
suggesting how these efforts, observed among the migrants in question, enables them to
establish an imagined community distinct from those of both Greece and Cyprus, one
much more dependent on migrants’ emotional and intracommunal social discourses than
on homeland political exigencies.

Tuuli Lähdesmäki and Tuija Saresma
- University of Jyväskylä.
Emotive discourses and affective rhetoric on Muslim immigration in Finland
tuuli.lahdesmaki@jyu.fi and tuija.saresma@jyu.fi

In Finland, as elsewhere in Europe, the populist public discussion on immigration has
recently revolved around Islam and is characterized by strong polarization and emotive,
affective rhetoric. The emotional nature of populist protests in general has had a broad
influence on the dynamics of public discussion and in particular on issues considered as
threats toward ‘traditional’ values. The affective anti-immigrant protests have also
produced emotive counter-reactions, therefore turning the public discussion on
immigration into an exchange of affective arguments in which rationality and reason are
appealed to using emotive rhetoric. Our paper focuses on the emotive discourses on
Muslim immigration in Finland by analyzing the talk show ‘Islam-ilta’ [Islam Night]
broadcast on TV2, 29 October 2013, and the vivid discussion that followed in several
blogs and online discussion fora. In the paper the emotiveness of argumentation, sensemaking, and justification of opinions are approached as discursive strategies – a term
which stresses the political and ideological basis of affective expressions. These
discursive strategies comprise more concrete affective tactics through which the
strategies are linguistically operationalized. Through the intersectional and critical
discourse analysis of the data, the paper aims to understand the affective logic of
immigration debates, bring to the fore its impacts on the dynamics of public discussion,
and discuss its consequences in contemporary Finnish culture and society.

Lynda Mannik - Trent University,Canada
Arrivals by Boat in the Canadian Press:
Humanitarian Effort or Crisis
lyndamannik@trentu.ca
In this paper, Lynda Mannik will compare two print media depictions of arrivals of
refugees by boat to Canada and highlight the power of photography to effect
productions of nationalism. The genre of photojournalism is notorious for promoting
“‘tragic, dramatic and heroic’ moments in the lives of migrants” (King and Wood
2001:11) and visual representations easily translate across borders. Therefore, “it is not
far-fetched to claim that a vigorous, transnational, largely philanthropic traffic of images
and visual signs of refugeeness has gradually emerged in the last half of the [20th]
century,” as suggested by Liisa Malkki (1997:234). In Canada, arrivals of refugees or
immigrants by boat are considered to be “moments at which the state, the media and the
public pay more attention to particular border crossings” (Mountz 2003:637). Generally
speaking, negative emotions and ideas are linked to certain bodies, the bodies of distinct
‘others,’ in order to control them and their movements. Emotions accumulate and travel
across multiple levels of significance causing a “rippling effect” that sticks to “signs,
figures and objects” (Ahmed 2004a:120). Analysis of textual discourses and the way
individual words circulate in the media to discriminately position certain asylum seekers
are prevalent in the Canadian context. Nonetheless, there is a dearth of work specifically
focused on published photographs that accompany this text. Through the use of two
historic examples of arrivals on the shores of Nova Scotia, the arrival of the Walnut in
1948 and the arrival of the Amelie in 1987, Mannik examines the ways Canadian press
photographs pose and frame refugee’s bodies in an oppositional fashion over time to
express specific national ideologies, justify state security and also control the types of
ethnic others’ that are considered suitable and preferred.

Julian S. Tangermann - Leiden University, Holland.
The role of emigration memory in Spanish public discourse on immigration,
integration and citizenship policies
julian.tangermann@gmx.net
In the 1990s Spain turned from being a country of emigration to being an immigrantreceiving society. To meet this new reality, new policies of immigration, integration and
citizenship were enacted. The public discourse on these policy-changes did not, however,
focus solely on the changed situation, but often evoked collective memories of former
out-migrations.
This paper analyses the political and public debates that led to these policy changes from
the 1980s to the 2000s, focusing specifically on how the memory of past emigration
figures in these debates. It aims at uncovering how the collective memory as a nation of
emigrants and the different out-migration movements within this archive of collective
memory (Sephardic Jews and Muslims, emigrants to the Americas, Civil War refugees,
postwar ‘guest workers’, etc.) are used in these immigration debates, by whom and to
what aims. Ultimately it asks how collective memory of emigration is discursively used
to include or exclude newcomers.
The paper, thus, contributes to the ongoing debate on the discursive construction of
national identity (Wodak et al., 2009) in looking at one mechanism of discursive
construction of identity (historical references and comparisons), but also ties in with the
evolving debate in Migration History on memory as an influential factor in settlement
processes throughout history (Kleist/Glynn, 2012).Thus, in a first part, the theoretical
underpinning of analyzing the usage of collective memory of emigration in immigration
debates is discussed, whereas the second part closely examines the usage of emigration
memories in Spanish public discourse of the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s.

Sara Hannafin - NUI Galway
An invisible return:
The quiet migration of the second generation Irish from Britain
S.HANNAFIN2@nuigalway.ie
Irish migration is typically imagined as an act of leaving. The idea of emigration
dominates the national imagination and return has been little considered generally,
although recently there has been a growth in academic interest. This paper presents one
story of return migration, that of the second generation Irish from Britain; the children of
the Irish emigrants of the 1950s who, as adults, have chosen to return to their parental
home country. Although difficult to prove the existence of this return flow using
statistics, anecdotal evidence suggests that the second generation have always returned,
albeit in small numbers. Using a qualitative methodology, this paper is based on
research with a small group of second generation migrants who have returned to this
perceived homeland. This is a migration which was, in most cases, motivated by a sense
of emotional connection to place and to an extent, enabled by the economic growth of the
Celtic Tiger years. The presence of this second generation Irish group therefore
challenges the hegemony of a discourse of emigration and at the same time contributes to
a redefining of what it is to be Irish.

Sheryl Lynch - University College Dublin
Frame and Agency: The Public Performance of Nowacire
lynch.sheryl@gmail.com

This paper examines the agency of a Cameroonian diasporic group in the construction of
its public representation(s). Using ethnographic examples, I delineate some salient ways
the organisation have utilised their distinct musical heritage to, in the words of their
mission statement:
[...] bring together its members as a family in order to safeguard and promote the culture
and tradition of the people of the North West Region of Cameroon who are resident in
Ireland, in a very positive manner. (www.nowacire.org)
Based on four years of fieldwork with the North West Association of Cameroonians in
Ireland (Nowacire), my research focuses on musical performance as a particularly
powerful medium in constructing public perceptions of and by this particular group.
Richard Kolm (1971) views the establishment of organisations that are exclusive to one
ethnic group as a crucial event in the process of integration. It is a ‘metamorphosis from
an immigrant group to an ethnic group’, which affords members a degree of visibility
that is conducive to interaction with the dominant society.1 This paper presents some
alternative voices to the hegemonies imbued in public migrant discourse and seeks to
outline the power of musical action in unpacking the prescribed canon of exclusivity,
identity, and integration.

1

Kolm, 1971: 6.

Uta Helfrich - University of Göttingen and
Ana Mancera Rueda - University of Sevilla.
No nos vamos, nos echan.
Multimodal Framing of Spanish youth unemployment and
labour migration in social media
uta.helfrich@phil.uni-goettingen.de anamancera@us.es
Young people are one of the groups that suffer most by the economic crisis due to which
they do not succeed in finding a job in their country, although, unlike those Spanish
emigrants who in the 1960s emigrated to America or to other northern European
countries to work as cheap, unqualified labourers, most of them have a university
education.
No nos vamos, nos echan (‘We don’t want to go, but they throw us out’): With this
emblematic slogan, the Spanish movement JSF (Juventud Sin Futuro) positions itself in the
ongoing discussion on youth unemployment and work (e)migration from Spain. JSF was
founded in April 2011 to give account of this precarious situation. Their website lists over
4,400 JSF Chronicles of migrants, in which young people indicate their name, age,
education and final destination, and the reasons why they were forced to leave their
country to make their living elsewhere. JSF is currently developing a very active
campaign in social networks, spreading a large number of Twitter messages and videos,
which also have great impact on traditional mass media. Thus, as a major actor in the
discursive media construction of this phenomenon, JSF influences public opinions and
attitudes towards (e)migration by defending and strengthening migrants’ self-image.
Our analysis focuses on (multimodal) discourse strategies employed by JSF on its website
and via Twitter. Based on the theoretic framework of A. Ziem (2008), S. Meier and V.
Sommer (2012) or C. Fraas and S. Meier (2013), amongst others, we will show how JSF
adds to framing this topic in public media discourse.

Wojciech Woźniak - University of Lodz
Brain drain, inevitable consequence of globalization or a perfect solution for
improving economic indicators? Post-accession migration to United Kingdom and
Ireland as perceived in political and media discourse in Poland.
wwozniak@uni.lodz.pl
The political choice of Tony Blair, granting Poles with access to the British labour market
and the analogous decisions of Irish government had profound impact on the social
situation in Poland.
Thus, the 1st of May, 2004 was the turning point in the history of Poland, not only because
of the crucial geopolitical fact of the accession to the European Union. Contrary to the
stereotype about the low mobility of Polish labour force widespread during the period of
post-communist transition, app. 1.5 – 2 millions of Poles migrated to the above
mentioned destinations to seek for a jobs and ‘normal life’.
This has influenced not only the situation on the labour market, but also the whole social
landscape in Poland.
The issue of this significance was debated in Polish media discourse, as well as in
political debate. During the political campaign before the parliamentary election in 2007,
Polish migrants were perceived as one of the crucial groups of voters. They were a target
group for some of the parties and the high turnout among them contributed to the crucial
change on a political scene in Poland. However, given the scale of the migration, I argue
that the debate in Poland referring to this phenomenon is very superficial. The proposed
paper will elaborate on several kinds of data: transcripts of media debates, articles from
press and manifestos of political parties which will be utilized to present the
multidimensional view on the post-accession migration through the lens of Polish public
discourse.

Elaine Burroughs - NUI Maynooth.
“Illegal Immigrants” in Ireland and “Undocumented” Irish Migrants in America:
Irish Parliamentary Members’ Discursive Representations.
elaine.burroughs@hotmail.com
For many decades the Irish State has supported the “undocumented” Irish in America.
Yet it is only in recent years that the practice of migrants travelling illegally to Ireland
and/or holding an irregular immigration status has occurred. Both topics receive
significant public attention and are often discussed in key Irish institutions. Through a
Critical Discourse Analysis approach, this paper relays the ways that “illegal” and
“undocumented” migration is discursively represented in the Irish Parliament (20022009). All references to this topic were sought and over 1,000 parliamentary texts were
identified. Through the specific method of Topoi Analysis, this research found that
“illegal immigration” is discussed through five key argumentations: “control”, “danger”,
“economy”, “humanitarian”, “culture”. A key finding of this work is the way “illegal
immigrants” in Ireland are represented in an overall negative way (an agenda that is
embedded within a discourse of control and prevention), while the “undocumented”
Irish in America are mainly represented in a positive manner (through a discourse that
aims to resolve their immigration status). This data is supplemented with interview
material, where parliamentary members discuss “illegal immigration” as an issue of sole
concern (this was not always the case in parliamentary texts). This paper argues that
parliamentary discourses have a significant impact upon other institutions (such as the
media) and upon the publics’ understanding of “illegal immigration”. Therefore, the
hypocritical attitude that is evident in the parliament and the domination of a negative
“control” discourse towards “illegal immigrants” in Ireland needs to be highlighted and
questioned.

Erna Bodström - University of Helsinki.
The Finns, Immigrants and the Society:
Ethnic Inclusion in the Information Booklets of Official Finland.
erna.bodstrom@helsinki.fi

The paper looks at discursive constructions of ethnic inclusion in images and text of
information booklets intended for transnational immigrant readers and produced by the
public officials in Finland. Immigration in Finland is still a fairly recent phenomenon,
and many questions of societal inclusion are yet to be answered. Previous studies have
acknowledged the important role public officials play in producing ideas and ideals on
migration, but there still exits little research in Finland focusing on how they discursively
contribute to those. In this study social differences are looked at in the framework of
inclusion. According to Young (2000), inclusion can be seen as a social group’s possibility
to influence matters that affect its members. The main group of interest here is that of
ethnic social groups, which are understood as fluid and relational (see ibid.). The
question the paper sets out to answer is: How is the relation between ethnicised actors
and the society constructed in the information booklets produced by the official Finland?
Ethnicity is understood not only as a characteristic of the minorities but also as that of
majorities. The data of this qualitative study consists of nine information booklets
produced by governmental organisations in Finland between years 2000 and 2011. As the
aim of the booklets has been to inform immigrants coming to Finland about the country,
its people and culture, they form an interface in which the almost invisible believes and
routines about ideals, differences and being part of the Finnish society are performed.

Matt Cannon - Doras Luimní
I’m not a racist but… The impact of online forums on public opinion
m.cannon@dorasluimni.org
The nature of media has evolved recently due to the increased use of online media.
Traditional print and video media sources are adapting to include online content. Most
print sources include a web-site or article as part of their publishing, and some sources,
such as the Journal.ie, have concentrated on online content. Social media has added a
layer of interaction as the online media allows for a forum where the followers of a website can comment on news stories and raise awareness through facebook posts, tweets
and other social media outlets. In some instances the online forum has been recognised
as an area that can be detrimental as the anonymity of participants can be used to steer
the debate through the propagation of myths, and ultimately can influence public
thinking regarding policy in a way that is not intended by the original authors. This
phenomena is recognisable in relation to online content regarding migrant issues. Online
forums and conversations demonstrate that there is a vocal anti-migrant sentiment in
Ireland which becomes evident in the forum responses to articles on migrants. The
proposed paper will examine the impact these forums have on forming public opinion
and whether they have a further impact on policy-making by providing a space for antimigrant sentiment.

Alex Balch & Ekaterina Balabanova - University of Liverpool.
A Transition to What?
Framing of Bulgarian and Romanian Migration in the UK press 2006-2013.
e.balabanova@liv.ac.uk
As we approach the forthcoming lifting of restrictions on freedom of movement within
EU for Bulgarian and Romanian (A2) nationals in January 2014 the public debate in the
UK has been intense. These discussions raise a number of significant political questions,
for example about the consequences of European integration on sovereignty, or about the
impact of European mobility on nation-states. They also demonstrate how meanings of
identity are constructed and re-constructed. Such questions have been a feature of
European politics since earlier enlargements (such as the entry of Spain, Portugal and
Greece) and look set to continue to play an ever increasing role in debates over European
integration.
However, despite these dynamic developments, we know relatively little about how
ideas on migration and mobility in the EU are changing over time in public debates.
These discussions are likely to have significant impacts – on the treatment of migrants by
host countries, on questions of (national and European) identity, and on public support
for European integration more generally. This paper asks how the framing of intra-EU
migration in the UK press has developed and changed over the 7-year transitional
period.
This paper draws upon previous work (Balabanova and Balch 2010) which was a
comparative analysis of value-framing over intra-EU migration. The analysis explores
how, and in what ways, the ethical arguments which underpin debates on the topic have
altered as the 2+3+2 years of transitional restrictions for A2 citizens fade into history. In
particular, the paper identifies the use of a range of different communitarian and
cosmopolitan arguments in press coverage.

Katie Moylan - University of Leicester.
Migrant Representation, Accented Radio Production and the Value of Voice
Km264@le.ac.uk
This paper identifies and explores ways in which migrant produced radio programming
offers a sustained alternative to normative discourses and constructions of migrants in
mainstream UK media. Drawing on selected programme content produced by
community radio stations in the British midlands, I argue these programmes function as
transcultural productions (Naficy 2001) typified by inclusive production practice and
translingual radio texts.
Radio representations of diasporic communities and their experiences remain framed by
simplistic and exclusionary discourses in UK media. I suggest that reductive modes of
diasporic representation can be improved upon in two ways: through the wider
broadcast of migrant experiences and through provision of greater opportunities for
migrant self-representation and participation on the airwaves. With reference to Nick
Couldry’s (2010) notion of voice as a value, this paper argues for the possibilities for
migrant self-representation and participation located in what Hamid Naficy (2001) terms
an ‘accented’ mode of cultural production. Accented radio production is typified by
alternative articulation strategies for the expression of migrant experience/s. The
inclusive remit of community radio provides opportunities for accented radio production
in facilitating migrant-produced programming; the research presented in this paper
draws on situated articulations of migrant experience in community radio and contrasts
this with normative representations of diasporic and migrant communities. Through an
examination of radio texts broadcast by selected community stations, I track how voice is
deployed in these production contexts via formal strategies incorporating modes of
delivery, address, and the balance of viewpoints.

Autumn M. Reed, - University of Maryland, Baltimore County.
They’re in our Front Yard: Drawing Discursive Boundaries of Differences in the
American News’ Coverage of the “Honor-Killing” of Noor Faleh Almaleki.
autumn2@umbc.edu
My paper explores the U.S. news’ coverage of the 2009 “honor killing” of Noor Faleh
Almaleki in Peoria, Arizona. I analyze the coverage as a discursive site for the
construction of boundaries that further exclude Muslim, Middle Eastern, and South
Asian migrants from the U.S. nation. I use discourse analysis to demonstrate how news
representations regarding Noor’s death are not primarily about mitigating violence
against women, but, on the contrary, are situated within a larger debate about how the
growing presence of this migrant group disrupts U.S. cultural identity. Indeed, I argue
that the U.S. news coverage of Noor’s “honor-killing,” with all its fine details of
gendered, ethnic, religious, and cultural difference, intimately links the murder of this
single woman to metadiscourses regarding questions of citizenship, national belonging,
and the societal and national security of the U.S. nation. Moreover, regarding national
security, I explain how news narratives of Noor’s death provide fuel for the flame and
discursively elide with the post-911 terrorism-infused moral panic, which particularly
targets members of this migrant group. In sum, the work presented in this paper not
only assesses boundary formation as it relates to migration, but also pushes disciplinary
margins, by incorporating perspectives and approaches from the fields of discourse
analysis, gender and women’s studies, and media studies.

Moshe Morad – Independent Scholar
Salsa Music as a Unifying and “Legitimising” Discourse among
Undocumented Latino Labour Migrants In Israel
moshe.morad@gmail.com
This paper is based on research among undocumented Latino labour migrants in Israel.
The Tel Aviv Central Bus Station area has been for the last 20 years a transient home for
many undocumented labour migrants, Africans, Filipinos, Romanians, Turks, etc.
Nowadays it is mostly populated by refugees and labour migrants from Africa, creating
a fascinating ethnoscape, but also a social and political conflict with Israelis who live in
the area.
Back in 2005 there were also many labour migrants from Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia,
most of whom were later deported. Just like the other labour migrants, the Latinos
suffered from discriminating employment conditions, police raids, and even terrorist
attacks in the bus station area, but they were “privileged” in one main area– Salsa music.
Salsa is very popular in Israel. Many young Israelis travel to South America after their
army service and become Salsa aficionados. In a complete contradiction to their daytime
cheap-labour status, at nights the Latino migrants became guests of honour in Tel
Aviv’s Salsa parties.
In this paper I show how Salsa music became a unique identity factor, both creating and
maintaining a sense of artificial “pan-Latin” identity among labour migrants from
different Latin-American countries, and at the same time creating a cultural interface for
interaction with the hegemonic society, and a source of cultural pride and respect. I also
pinpoint social and cultural similarities between Salsa and popular-yet-marginalized
Israeli “Oriental Music”, and show how musical discourse creates a unique relationship
between the “underdog” migrant and the hosting society.

Amanda Haynes, Martin Power & Eoin Devereux –
University of Limerick
Political constructions of 'foreign drivers'
amanda.haynes@ul.ie
International research indicates that recessionary periods may be accompanied by a
decline in the quality of relations between the majority population and migrant groups as
the latter are at risk of being scapegoated for the economic downturn. In that context,
political leadership on the matter of immigration is of crucial importance, with political
parties having a key role to play in framing how the public understand the issue and
impact of immigration. This paper is based on research which examined how politicians
construct non-Irish EU immigrants to Ireland through an analysis of the content of
statements attributed to this group in the print media. Print media content was sampled
from a national Broadsheet (Irish Independent) and two local imprints (The Limerick
Leader and The Limerick Post) for the period 2008-2009. This paper focuses on those
statements relating to political constructions of 'foreign drivers' as being problematic,
which were among a larger range of themes identified in the wider study.
We argue that the construction of migrants in this way in political commentary will
in turn ‘inform’ public debate, impacting on citizens’ awareness of these issues and may
ultimately impact detrimentally on how immigrants and their needs are publicly
perceived and treated.

James Carr, Aileen Marron, Annmarie Joyce, Eoin Devereux,
Martin Power, Amanda Haynes, & Michael Breen –
University of Limerick & Mary Immaculate College, Limerick.
Media discourses of "those blond Roma children" in Ireland
aileen.marron@ul.ie
This paper addresses media depictions of Roma Communities in Ireland, with a view to
evaluating the representativeness of such coverage. Our interest in this subject is
stimulated by a concern for the impact of media representations on Roma communities
and the how these representations may in turn inform wider public perceptions of this
racialised group. Set in the immediate aftermath of the ‘Maria’ case in Greece, this paper
focuses in particular on the state abduction of two Roma children in Ireland and the
attendant media discourses. The analysis of media content is based primarily on a
qualitative content analysis of print media articles drawn from both broadsheet and
tabloid national newspapers spanning the critical week in late October 2013 wherein the
Irish State saw fit to take into care two Roma children because they did not fit the
racialised identikit ‘required’ to be one of the ‘Other’.

Ed Emery - Independent researcher,
Organiser of The Maqam Project @ SOAS
CALAIS: Point de rassemblement des musiques du monde :
L’ethnomusicologie entre migrations et frontières …
ed.emery@thefreeuniversity.net
Calais, historically ambiguous liminal space, now a securitised and paranoid northern
sally-gate of Fortress Europe. Hundreds of migrants gather to effect illegal entry into
Britain. Treated as sub-humans by the local and national state; and as victims by liberals
and leftists alike. Deprived of agency and personhood. Abject subjects (and the feedstuff
of a profitable British industry).
We arrived in a planned ethnomusicological intervention. February 2014. To make music
with and for the migrants; to activate their liberative musicality. And to test a hypothesis:
that bringing drums from London would (a) empower them to a self-statement of their
personhood and agency and (b) subvert the established polarities and terms of
engagement of this military terrain (ports and war). In an important sense we
revolutionise the harbourside. Natal identities (home-song) find voice in the dead and
alien cultural space of this securitised No Man’s Land. We recognise the extraordinary
strength, probity, joy and courage of the migrants. Unexpectedly we meet poets and
song-writers. Furthermore, we argue for interventionist ethnomusicology. And the
aggregative power of the Islamic umma stands as a superscript over all this.
Film of October 2013 tour: www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwmEZy0jO4o
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